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Abstract

This article explores the ethical balance between the authority given to law enforcement officers and their 

responsibility to remain accountable for how that authority is used. Police have significant powers, 

including arrest, investigation, and the lawful use of force, but those powers must be exercised within legal 

and ethical limits. Using Bangladesh as its principal context, the article discusses corruption, political 

interference, excessive force, discrimination, and weak accountability as threats to public confidence in 

policing. It emphasizes transparency, independent oversight, internal investigation, clear codes of conduct, 

and accessible complaint mechanisms as safeguards against abuse. Ethical training is also presented as 

essential so officers understand human rights, proportionality, professional responsibility, and the 

consequences of misconduct. The article further argues that law enforcement leaders must model ethical 

behavior and create an organizational culture in which integrity is expected. Building community trust is 

treated as equally important. Overall, ethical policing depends on combining legitimate authority with 

transparency, human-rights protection, accountability, and consistent respect for the rule of law.
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Integrity in a justice system is mainly based on the ethics of law enforcement. The fine line between power 

and responsibility is very important in making the law enforcing agencies not only preserve order but also 

promote the concepts of fairness, justice, and human rights. A law enforcement officer is a person that 

enjoys a lot of authority, as he or she enforces the law, provides maintenance of safety of the population, 

and conducts investigations. This power, however, should be used in a responsible way so as to avoid any 

abuse of power and in order to save any form of distrust among people. When the law enforcement agencies 

lose the balance between power and responsibility, they may begin to lose the very standards of the justice 

that they are supposed to enforce. This is especially relevant in such countries as Bangladesh where 

criminal justice system is being reformulated and the country struggles to establish a clear and successful 

law enforcement system.

The central theme of law enforcement ethics is the theme of authority. The law enforcers have rights to 

arrest, employ force where and when required and apply lawful provisions. It is a very important power in 

ensuring that there is order and the rule of law. Nevertheless, a lot of power comes with the responsibility of 

the exercise of authority in moderation and in line with the law and ethical considerations. Absolute power 

may result in corruption, violation of human rights and loss of trust in the justice system by people. In 

Bangladesh, where the police force is generally viewed to be under-resourced and fraught with the 

problems of corruption, the temptation of some police to take advantage of their powers cannot be 

underrated. Political interference, bribery, and excessive use of force are not new problems of law 

enforcement and destroy the trust of the people in this system.

Accountability is also a concept needed in the law enforcement arena. Accountability provides 
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accountability of the law enforcement officers to their actions and they are subject to the law. Lack of 

accountability would ensure that the law enforcement agencies become self-serving organizations that serve 

their interests instead of serving the common good. This is especially significant in a democratic country 

such as Bangladesh where the authority of the state is supposed to be in the hands of people and is supposed 

to be checked by people. Lack of accountability on unethical conducts in officers such as corruption, 

brutality or discrimination compromises the criminal justice system and jeopardizes the rights and liberties 

of the citizens.

The authority versus accountability is usually challenged in the situations of high stress which include 

protesting, riots, or political unrest. Political violence and protests are the order of the day in the country of 

Bangladesh where police officers are usually called upon to control the crowds and uphold the order in the 

society. But they should do so with care not to overstep their legal power or use excessive force. Cases of 

excessive use of force by law enforcement during political demonstrations or in minority groups have been 

witnessed in most parts of the world and no exemption has been made in Bangladesh. Such incidents 

underscore the necessity of proper ethical standards, control, and transparency to help officers to operate in 

accordance with the law and avoid violating the rights of citizens.

Corruption is one of the biggest ethical issues in the law enforcement in Bangladesh and other nations. Law 

enforcement corruption may be in different shapes and forms, as it includes bribery, evidence manipulation, 

or more specifically the selective application of laws. Cases of bribing of police officers in an attempt to 

turn a blind eye to crime particularly when it involves political leaders or the rich in Bangladesh, jeopardize 

the integrity and fairness of the justice system. Corruption may also interfere with the judicial process and 

safeguard the wrongdoers as well as penalizing the innocent which affects the trust of the society and 

undermines the rule of law. In their battle against corruption, law enforcement agencies need to enforce 

stringent codes of conduct, create open-minded oversight structures and, above all, keep the officers 

responsible of such unethical or criminal acts. Internal audit, internal affairs and outside watchdogs may 

prove to be effective tools of curbing corruption and putting the officers in the best interest of the people.

Moreover, law enforcement ethics involves transparency that is valuable. In Bangladesh where the citizens 

tend to view the police to be irresponsible or secretive, transparency can be promoted to create trust and 

credibility. Law enforcement agencies should become transparent regarding their activities, policies as well 

as application of force. The availability of information by the citizens, in the form of the report, press 

conferences, and even in the form of the statement of the authorities to the population, can give them a clear 

picture of the law enforcement functioning. In Bangladesh, it is possible to create transparent avenues 

through which the people can complain against unethical activities of the officers, that is, to have 

independent boards or hotlines where the citizens can present their complaints and have the matters 

addressed.
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Ethical training and education are part and parcel in strengthening the balance between law enforcement 

officers and accountability to ensure that the officers know the significance of exercising authoritative 

powers correspondingly. Law enforcement training in Bangladesh is not just a technical training as to how 

to investigate, or how to use force: it is a deep-once a training that consists of learning of ethics, human 

rights, and the obligations of law enforcers. The officers are supposed to be trained to identify the ethical 

issue that they can encounter during the line of duty and how to make choices that will consider the rights 

and dignity of individuals without jeopardizing the safety of the population. Also, the leaders of the law 

enforcement are to lead by example; that is, displaying ethical behavior, encouraging the culture of honesty, 

and holding the followers to the same standards.

The other aspect of striking the balance between authority and accountability is the proper monitoring of the 

law enforcement agencies. The situation in Bangladesh, as in most developing countries, may be a deficit of 

external control over the police. It is important to have an independent body or agencies that could 

investigate police misconduct claims and demand the accountability of the officers. These are independent 

bodies that are supposed to investigate the complaints, prescribe the disciplinary measures and ensure that 

the law enforcement agencies are carried out in a transparent manner and in a way that is respectful to the 

rights of the citizens. In Bangladesh, where it is often believed that the police officers are insulated by the 

political interference or the sense of loyalty to the institution, the independent oversight can be utilized to 

regain the trust in the justice system and make the law enforcement authorities responsible to the 

community.

In addition, the establishment of the community trust in the police is a critical aspect of the delicate 

relationship between power and responsibility. The more the citizens trust the law enforcers, the greater the 

chances of them cooperating with the officers, reporting the crime, and obeying the law. The problem of 

political instability and dissatisfaction of the population in Bangladesh with the police is one of the major 

issues, and the relations between the police and the community are the key aspect to improve in 

Bangladesh. Law enforcement bodies should also focus on listening to the concerns of the citizens, 

responding to grievances and problem solving. It can be assisted by community policing, when the officers 

are located within the community in which they work and provide the ability to create stronger relationships 

and make the law enforcement agencies appear as legitimate and just in the eyes of the society. This, on its 

part, strengthens the moral principles of policing and enhances the ethics of democracy and fairness.

Lastly, the law enforcement agencies should be socially aware of the need to observe human rights as they 

continue their work. Extrajudicial killings or torture by police officers or illegal detention of citizens are 

examples of human rights violations that can damage the reputation of the law enforcers and also infringe 

on the fundamental rights of Bangladeshi people. The maintenance of authority and accountability is 

founded on a commitment to human rights. The law enforcers should also be taught to uphold the rights of 

the people including suspects, detainees, and even protestors without interfering with the security of the 
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people. The setting of stringent rules concerning force application as well as keeping the arrests, detentions 

and investigations transparent are some of the measures that will help in ensuring an ethical policing 

practice.

To sum up, the ethics of law enforcement law balancing authority and responsibility is at the core of the 

justice provision and preservation of the confidence of the population in the criminal justice system. The 

situation in Bangladesh is quite problematic as law enforcement is highly characterized by corruption, 

political influence, and lack of trust of the population; therefore, it is vital that the law enforcement agencies 

should be guided by a system of ethics that would put human rights, transparency, and accountability at the 

forefront. By keeping the officers to exercise their power wisely, be answerable to their work, and be able to 

build a positive rapport with the community, the law enforcement agencies will be able to uphold the rule of 

law, establish social order, and help the creation of a more just and fairer society.
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